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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS: 


T is a truth far too notorious. to be 


controverted, that religion in this 
Iſland hath been long declining in its 
influence upon the minds of men. 
Externals are by too many diſregarded 
with a ſeeming contemptuouſneſs, 
which leaves little ground for hope in 
reſpect to it's vital principles, and their 
operation upon moral conduct. For 
whatever abſtract reaſoners may pre- 
tend, there muſt, to preſerve it's 
ſubſiſtence, be a body as well as a 
ſoul ; otherwiſe, like faith without 
works, it will be dead, Ceremonials, 
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it is agreed, are far from being the 
whole, or, indeed, the firſt and fun- 


damental part; but they are conſti- 


tuent in ſuch a degree, that our light 
cannot, when ſeparated from them, 
ſhine with a ſufficiency of ſplendour ; 
nor can piety, without which religion 
muſt be defective, diſcover itſelf in 


ſuitable acts of adoration, thankſgiving, 


and praiſe, towards the ſupreme object 
of affection and homage. The pro- 
priety therefore, or rather neceſlity, 
of a viſible diſplay of our faculties in 
His ſervice is fixed in nature, and 
moſt evidently deducible from our 
capacity, and ſtill more from our obli- 
gation, to diſplay them. Long experi- 
ence hath, however, put it beyond 
doubt, that our debt and the payment 
of it bear no proportion to each other. 
So far from it, that they, who have 
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( ©) 
for a ſeries of years been in the habit 
of obſervation, muſt, let their charity 
be ever ſo comprehenſive, bear teſti- 
mony to a progreflive neglect of peri- 
odical reverence in keeping inviolate 
the Sabbath of God, and improving, 
as they ought, the moſt inviting oppor- 
tunities for celebrating His great and 
glorious Name. One, who is by a full- 
neſs of conviction compelled to deplore 
this alarming depravity, preſumes to 
make the following effort, with a view 
to the common benefit of all who 
may be intereſted in ſuch an attempt; 
of them eſpecially, whoſe temporal 


enjoyment as well as everlaſting wel- 


fare He has, through a courſe of years, 
been earneſt to provide for and ſecure; 
by inſiſting upon the eſſential truths of 
Chriſtianity, and endeavouring to en- 
force their obligation upon the conduct 
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of his hearers. Effectual means, if 
any can be ſo, to attain the happineſs 
of this life, as well as of that which 
is to come. At the preſent juncture, 


moſt diſtinguiſhedly marked by events, 


calculated to awaken the lethargic from 
that torpid indifference, which is not 
only inimical to their ſpiritual intereſt, 
but moſt obviouſly tends to the over- 
throw of their temporal bleſſings, 
the application of theſe hints cannot 
be unſeaſonable, nor, it is to be hoped, 
unprofitable. Conſcious, however, of 
my own inability to gain attention, 
and being aware of prejudices, which, 
abſurd as they are, poſſeſs and bias 
minds of a certain faſtidious turn, I 
will not truſt to mere facerdotal coun- 
ſel, with a view to any degree of 
ſucceſs in circumſtances ſo critical 


and commanding; but introduce a 


quotation 


6 


quotation from the pen of a late ex- 
cellent layman, who was the HONOUR 
OF HIS TIME. 


« The only ſure method of en- 


gaging Omnipotence on our fide, and 


obtaining the divine bleſſing upon the 
public counſels and affairs of the na- 
tion, is by ſtudying to maintain the 
practice of all religious and moral 


duties; and in all things to pleaſe 


Him, who hath ten thouſand ways, 
unknown to our limited underſtandings, 
of allaying heats and animoſities, and 
of introducing into the hearts of His 
creatures that Spirit of concord, con- 
ſtancy, and courage, which, under 


Him, are the ornament and bulwark 
of the ſtate.” 
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THE 


CHRISTIAN SABBATH, &c: 


„ . Crone 


1 * acknowlegement of a ſupreme Bein "i 


which is the voice of {ſelf conviction, 
originating in a perſuaſion of our own derived 
exiſtence, and that of the numberleſs creatures 
which ſurround us, almoſt unavoidably 


ſuggeſts the thought of His inſeparable claim 
to univerſal adoration. The more the mind 


of man hath employed itſelf, in the inveſti- 


gation of this viſible world and its abounding 


objects, the more predominant was. the aſſent, 
and the more clear and decided the inference 
reſulting from it; inſomuch, that doubt is 


unreaſonable, and all heſitation ſeems to be 


repugnant to the light, which we have to 


guide us. If then the Fool, a character in 
that caſe decidedly fixed, ſhould ſay, there 


is no God,” all debate with him about divine 
5 B worſhip 
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worſhip is precluded. But, to acknowlege 
there is oxR, and to diſpute that prerogative, 
which is eſſential to his exiſtence, the title to 
a ſuitable homage from creatures capable of 
paying it, is fuch.a contradiction, as cannot 
be reconciled to our rational diſcernment. 
Great, however, as fuch an abſurdity muſt 
be, there is another not leſs obvious, and far 
more cenſurable; the allowing the juſtneſs 
and force of ſuch an inference; the infiſtin g 


upon ſuch a pecuhar prerogative, as immu- 


tably afcribeable to the maker and governor 
of the world, and yet neglecting to act up 


to ſuch a perſuaſion by every becoming ex- 


preſſion of humble and devout addreſs to his 
throne. This moſt diſtinguiſhable tribute of 
dutiful regard, hath ſo pervaded mankind by 
an almoſt unbounded influence, that few have 
been ſtrangers to it's application and effects. 
Superſtition, it is too true, hath, from miſ- 
conceiving the nature and attributes of the 


ſupreme object of our homage, ſadly per- 


verted this debt of gratitude, and opened a 
way for the introduction of idolatry. But, 
what does this infatuation tend to prove? 
certainly, that there is in the human mind an 

inherent, 


6 
inherent, ſhall we call it, or innate propenſity 
to acknowlege our dependence, and to aſcribe 
in conſequence, to ſome' over-ruling power 
ſuitable expreſſions of an obligation, thus 
originating, from a belief in an UnxnownN 
OD.“ The perſuaſion, however perverted; 
or abuſed is, undoubtedly, right and good : 
and, had it been always well directed, as to 
its object and end, would, far more than any 
other diſplay of our faculties, have marked 
the dignity and realized the ſuperiority of 
man. That it is not univerſally ſo, is owing 
to wilful degradation, and an obſtinate depar- 
ture from knowlege, and from rule. Neither 
ſuperſtition nor idolatry are genuine effects of 
the underſtanding, or the reſult of nature 
coming from the hand of it's divine, omni- 
potent, author. They are, at once, the 
offspring and the evidence of a fallen, cor- - 
rupted, ſtate ; and demonſtrate to what ex- 
travagances ſin and wickedneſs, when they 
get the dominion over freedom of will, may 
lead their miſerably deluded captives. In- 
ſtruction, competent to the comfort, and well 
adapted to the guidance and practice of man- 
kind, was, after the work of ceredtion is 
| B 2 ſaid 


64 

faid to have ceaſed, communicated from the 
'Almighty, which moſt probably contained, if 
we reaſon, by analogy, from God's other 
proceedings, rules for their conduct reſpect- 
ing both the nature of reli gious homage and 
the time of paying it. There is ſomething, 
which leads to this conjecture, in what is re- 
ported of Cain and Abel; and though we 
cannot be certain what was preſcribed or 
tranſacted in the antideluvian, or patriarchal, 
ſtate; yet, it ſeems reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that the injunction ſo ſolemnly enforced upon 
the ſewes under the moſaic ſyſtem, had been 
before given in the preceding ages of the 
world: perhaps, when creation was com- 
pleated, and God expreſſed ſatisfaction in the 
perfect ſymmetry of His own work; when, as 
it is finely deſcribed in the book of Job, the 
morning ſtars ſang together and the ſons of 
God ſhouted for joy. However, tradition, 
the fallible guidance of which is too well 
known, cannot ebe relied upon in regard to 
ſuch aſſurance; and therefore, not to preſume 
beyond the clear warrant of authority, it will 
be beſteto Dok for the inſtitution of a ſeventh 
day's Sabbath, as a time peculiarly marked 
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for the payment of religious homage, under 
the ſuperintendence of a Theocracy, inconteſ- 


tably evidenced by it's own ſignal and pre- 


ternatural acts. In_this diſpenſation, ſeem- 
ingly limited to a particular people, but 
univerſally extenſive in it's deſign and conſe- 


quences, a moſt poſitive command is given 


for ſuch obſervance, originating from the 
example of the Creator, and inſtituted with a 
view to the ſacred celebration of His worſhip, 
as well as to the repoſe and comfort, not only 
of mankind, but of inferior creatures ſubject to 
their dominion, An example, thus awefully 
exhibited in the way of accommodation to 
the faculties and conceptions of the human 


mind, cannot, indeed, fail to excite a ſpirit 


of devotion, and to call forth ſuch ſubſtantial 
acts of it, as moſt exactly correſpond to the 
infinite Majeſty of that all-glorious Being, 
who ſaid, ** let there be light, and there was 
light.” The work of creation repreſented, 
as it is, in the moſaic hiſtory, is ſuch a ſtu- 
pendous difplay of infinite power, that it 
inſpires, by an almoſt unavoidable impulſe, 
conviction and rapture. 'And, whatever 
ſeaſonings may follow upon it, they muſt be 
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68 
from effect to cauſe, and can have, conſiſtently, 
but one direction, which is, the tracing out 
by viſible things their inviſible Author; and, 
not only inferring, but arranging, His attri- 
butes in a ſymmetry of perfection, which, 
except by the light of revelation, we could 
only confuſedly conjeCture, but not, as we now 
"My clearly aſcertain, The ſupreme * I 
,” the ſelf-exiſting Jan, in a manifeſta- 
tion of reſplendent excellence, diſcovers Him- 
ſelf to his creatures by a claim to their ſelf 
ſurrender and confidence, their adoration, 
ſervice, and obedience, their ſupplications, 
thanks, and praiſes, which becomes indiſ- 
penſibly due, and can by no change of cir- 
cumſtances ever be cancelled or made void. 
It is equally inſeparable from His controul 
and their dependence, Upon whatever par- 
ticular ground therefore the Sabbath might be 
injoined to that peculiar people, the Jews, in 
the firſt inſtance as a ſeventh day, or, how- 
ever it was, afterwards reinforced under 
{ſingular circumſtances of trial and deliverance?- 
as the great badge or ſign of their connection 
with the divine Theocracy ; it was, limited as 
it might be in a view merely ceremonial, in 
it's 
1 


8 
it's moral tendency and influence univerſally 
extenſive and obligatory : for, if we believe 
that Gop is, it will be abſurd and contradic- 
tory to withhold from Him ſuch marks of 
homage and gratitude as He hath enabled us 
by the powers planted in our nature to expreſs. 
If then we have our beings from Him, and 
live and move in Hun, although we may 
not, as to the particular numerical day, or the 
rigour of it's ordinance, be under judaical 
reſtraint, yet, there is the ſame natural fit- 
neſs, the ſame moral obligation, and the 
ſame unceaſing motives, reſulting from an 
unchangeable dependence, and multiplied 
bleſſings, to engage us to adopt a ritual ſuited 
to our circumſtances, and not leſs honorable 
to that moſt adorable majeſty whoſe we are, 
and whom we ought moſt actively and ſin- 
cerely to venerate and obey. 

HRE then we look to a change in our con- 
dition, which, though it does not cancel, but 
enhance, our duty, happily relieves us from 
the comparative ſeverity of the old inſtitution 
both as to the preciſe day and the burthenſome 
peculiarities of it's obſervance. 
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Our Redemption by Ixsus Cur1sT, to whofe 
croſs the law of ordinances was nailed, and 
by which we are changed from a leſs. glory 
to one triumphantly greater, fixes us in a 
new fituation ; and, though we reject the 
ſeventh day of the week as no longer binding 
in it's ceremonial exactneſs, yet we preſerve it 
in a moral view, and by ſetting apart the firſt 
day as, in the fulleſt ſenſe, holy to the Lord, 
being that day upon which our divine Saviour 
aroſe from the grave, we thus give weight to 
it's religious influence, whilſt we comprehend 
the bleſſing of Redemption in addition to and 
in conſummation of that of Creation. In doing 
which nothing, ſurely, is detracted from the 
honour of God, but we enhance, illuſtrate, 
and enforce our obligation to Omnipotence by 
a procedure ſo ſtrikingly right in the eye of 
reaſon, and ſo ſanctioned, as it ſeems to be, 
by the analogy and tenour of revelation. In 
reſpect to which, we have primitive practicę, 
in uniform ſucceſſion, for our encouragement 
and guidance. 

The change was, manifeſtly, apoſtolic, and 
hath deſc nded to our day as fixed at that era, 
| when ſuch innovation, had it been er minal or 
| | culpablc, 
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culpable, could not have remained in force, but 
would, we may juſtly preſume, by a fullneſs of 
conſent, have been exploded and ſuppreſſed. 
This ſabbatical transfer of day did therefore take 
place in conſequence of our Lord's glorious reſur- 
rection, when, by gaining a conqueſt over death, 
He led captivity captive, and gave a ſtroke to 
that Tyrant, which evinced that He was Gd 
manifeſt in the fleſh.” Hence, by an appro-- 
priate diſtinction, ſtrictly Chriſtian, our SaB- 
BATH is emphatically called the Loxp's Day. 
As ſuch it has been received and acknow- 
ledged throughout the converted world almoſt 
without controyerſy ; and in moſt parts of it 
obſerved with an exactneſs ſuitable to the 
purpoſes and ends of it's appointment. That 
ſolemn introduction to the fourth command, 
+ Remember that thou keep holy the ſabbath 
day,” which is retained as a part of the De- 
calogue, and repeated at proper opportunities 
in our public ſervice, is therefore both in a 
moral and a poſitive view, ſo far as it's re- 
ſtraining clauſes affect our compliance, ſtill to 
be regarded with a ſubmiſſive reverence, how- 
eyer ſacrifice may give way to mercy, or 
pore may take place of form. Which 
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diſtinction our divine Redeemer hath in a 
diverſity of caſes not only accurately pointed 
out, but affectingly ſanctioned by his own 
moſt engaging example. Indeed, it 1s im- 
poſſible for us to avoid diſcerning our obliga- 
tion upon the ſtrongeſt and moſt indiſpenfible 
motives to keep holy our CHRISTIAN Sa- 
BATH; or diſtinguiſhing the juſt occaſion, 
and proper extent, of our releaſe, when al- 
lowable, from it's RiTvar, SERVICE. So 
powerful are His alluſions, and addrefled with 
ſuch a charming eloquence, to the underſtand- 
ing and to the heart, that it requires no time 
to explain the reaſonableneſs of that preference, 
which He, ſpeaking in this reſpect eſpeci- 
ally, as never man ſpake, recommends and 
injoins. 

What can be more illuſtrative of that duty, 
the duty of compaſſion to one another under 
our diſtreſſes, than the manner in which He 
puts theſe unanſwerable queſtions in the caſe 
of the man with a withered hand, © Is it 
lawful to do good on the ſabbath day, or to do 
evil ; to ſave life or to kill?” And again, in 
reſpect to His miraculous exertion for the 
relief and reftoration of this afflicted patient; 
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„What man is there among you, who ſhall 
have one ſheep, and if it fall into a pit on 
the ſabbath day, will not lay hold on at, 
and lift it out? How much then is a man 
better than a ſheep ? Wherefore it is lawful 
to DO WELL on the ſabbath day.” Nor is 
this heavenly Lawgiver leſs clear and deciſive 
when he has in view the calls of neceſſity and 
the cravings of nature; when He thus ad- 
dreſſes Himſelf to the bigotted Phariſees who 
had accuſed his diſciples of a breach of the 
law, becauſe they plucked, and did eat the 
ears of corn, as an harmleſs expedient to 
ſatisfy. their hunger, Have ye not read what 
David did when he was an hungered, and 
they that were with him ; how he entered 
into the houſe of God, and did eat the ſhew- 
bread which was not lawful for him to eat, 
neither for them which were with him, but 
only for the prieſts? Or have ye not read in 
the law how that on the ſabbath days the 
prieſts in the temple profane the ſabbath, and 
are blameleſs? But I ſay unto you, That in 
this place is one greater than the temple. 
But if ye had known what this meaneth, I 
will have mercy and not facrifice, ye would 

not 
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not have condemned the guiltleſs. For the 
Son. of man is Lord even of the ſabbath 
day.“ Both theſe cafes are ſtrongly put, 
and preciſely ſettled, ſo as to evince, be- 
yond a doubt, that whatever particular re- 
ſtraints might for particular reaſons, no longer 
binding, be connected with the Jewiſh fab- 
bath, it is to be conſidered by us only in it's 
unchangeably moral obligation, in every act 
of it's excrciſe, with reſpect to our own 
perſonal neceſſities as well as the diſtreſſes of 
our fellow creatures, All which is fully im- 
plied in this ſarcaſtical rebuke; If ye had 
known what this meaneth, I will have 
mercy and not,” (that is) in preference to, 
*. facrifice, ye would not have condemned the 
guiltleſs.“ 

But this is not the whole of that ſeaſonable 
inſtruction which this divine Teacher then 
took occaſion to give ; for He not only ſpeaks 
of ONE,“ or of ſomething, greater than the 
temple ; but He claims a ſuperiority of office 
deſcribed in terms before unknown, and ſtrictly 
appropriate to Himſelf ; The ſabbath was 
made for man ; not man for the ſabbath ; 
wherefore the Sox or Man is Loxp alſo of 

the 
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the ſabbath.” In which words we may with. 


great probability preſume that He looks to a 
power of changing the ſeventh'to the fit day 
of the week, and it ſeems, without any ſtrain 
put upon them, as if they were intended to 
convey a prophetic intimation of ſuch a change, 
very conſiſtently ; effected by Him, ' whoſe 
final declaration to his diſciples was before 
He aſcended, and upon which the commiſ- 
ſion was founded, All power is given to Me 
in heaven and in earth.“ There is no pecu- 
liarity in this conjecture, as T find upon in- 
quiry, that interpreters, whoſe names ſtand 
high as ſcripture Critics, lay much ſtreſs upon 
it. The pious women who had gratified 
their ſorrowful ſympathy by an attendance at 
the funeral of their Lord, obſerved, upon 
their return, the Jewiſh ritual, and kept the 
ſabbath day according to the commandment. 
But afterwards, however the apoſtles might 
avail themſelves of ſuch opportunities in 
order by their teachings to convert thoſe who 
heard them, no day is mentioned as the ſo- 
lemn ſeaſon of their Chriſtian aſſemblies but 
the firſt day of the week; when they are re- 
preſented as performing different acts of re- 
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ligious duty, and urging others to do ſo with 
an eſpecial reference to the FIRST DAY or 
THE WEEK, upon which day they aflembled 
together, they broke bread, thus performing, 
in obedience to their dying Maſter's command, 
the ſolemn act of euchariſtical obedience; 
they exerciſed compaſſion ; they laid by 
in ſtore, made a reſerve, as God had proſ- 
pered every man, for the neceſſity of the 
faints, for the emergencies of the deſtitute 
Chriſtians, which was, in addition to acts of 
piety, and the acknowledgment of ſalvation by 
Jeſus Chriſt, moſt ſuitably expreſſive of their 
gratitude to the divine mercy intheir Redemp- 
tion, and the beſt proof of their remember- 
ing to keep holy the ſabbath day,” thus un- 
alterably transferred, and. decidedly fixed, 
Perhaps, this very diſtinguiſhed, and ſingu- 
larly important change, might not be com- 
pletely effected, till ſome conſiderable length 
of time had elapſed: but moſt certain it is, 
that wherever Chriſtianity took root, grew, 
and prevailed, there was an almoſt univerſal 
conviction of it's fitneſs and obligation, inſo- 
much that the ſecular power, in the view both 
of duty and intereſt, came forward in it's 

countenance 
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countenance and ſupport, by inſtituting and 
enforcing ſuitable regulations and laws in 
order to it's eſtabliſhment and obſervance. In 
this iſland more particularly, ſuch an interfex- 
ence very early and very laudably appeared, 
and, however defective or miſapplied, in 
the dark days of Popery, it became after 
the Reformation, effulgent and powerful, and 
tended: to produce, as it moſt evidently did 
produce, in point of religious ſeriouſneſs, the 
very beſt effects. 

Indeed, the neceſſity of a ſettled and re- 
gularly returning period for public worſhip, 
and private devotional retirement too, is in 
itſelf ſo ſtriking, the proportion of time pre- 
ſcribed by divine authority ſo well adapted, 
and the appointment of the ſabbath, on that 
day, as ſanct ioned under the Chriſtian dif- 
penſation, ſo very defirable with a view to 
both the comfort of the body and the im- 
provement of the ſoul, that approbation muſt, 
where the human intellect is not moſt unna- 
turally prejudiced, or corruptly biaſſed, at- 
tach itſelf ſtrongly to an ordinance ſo peeu- 
liarly tending, by it's inſtrumentality, to 
provide for and ſecure our happineſs both in 

time 
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time and in eternity. An almoſt univerſal 
_ concurrence. hath, therefore, in all quarters of 
the earth, where free acceſs to the treaſury of 
truth 1s encouraged, been ſteadily diſplayed in 
the acknowledgment and eſtabliſhment of this 
ſacred ordinance, and it's inviolable obligation 
upon rational Beings. Councils, and ſynods, 
and canons, regulations, and ſtatutes, and 
laws, authority, civil as well as eccleſiaſtical, 
municipal, juridical, and regal, hath in all 
countries where Chriſtianity is profeſſed, whe- 
ther under patriarchal, or papal, or proteſtant 
rule, been diſplayed and exerted with emulous 
animation on the fide of this great Bulwark of 
Religion. 

Jo go into a detail of hiſtorical deductions 
upon this point, would be encumbering the 
ſubject before us, by producing-a multiplicity 

' of witneſſes, whoſe united ſuffrages ariſe 
from the cleareſt and fulleſt ſource of convic- 
tion, comprehending the moſt diſcerning, and 
wiſeſt and beſt men. However then perſons 
profeſſing Chriſtianity may have been divided in 
opinion reſpecting ſome other points, they have 
almoſt without exception agreed in this, and 
nn as well as avowedly ſtood unitedly ; 


forward 


forward in it's ſupport. 
ration and tolerating indulgence, which hath 
of late years pervaded our ſyſtem of legiſla- 
ture, ſo far as they reſpect diverſity of ſen- 
and perſuaſion, hath indeed been 
productive of the happieſt influence, whilſt 
they, who were not compelled by harſh and 
arbitrary meaſures to come into a mode of 
worſhip, which they would not willingly 
adopt, have heartily combined by an exem- 
plary attention to ſanctify the Sabbath as 
appropriated to the Lorxp dr Liret, and 
therefore, emphatically called His  Dav. 
Now where the belief of a Gon pre- 
and His glorious attributes preſent 
themſelves in full luſtre to our view; where 
the diſpenſation of the Goſpel breaks forth 
with it's ſuperior ſplendour to captivate the 
ſoul, and redeeming love at once excites it's 
admiration and it's gratitude, nothing ſhould 
ſeem to be better ſuited to it's own faculties, 
recollection, and proſpects, than a certain 
portion of revolving time, in which our tri- 
buteof thanks and praiſe, and prayer, the proper 
incenſe of an exulting and triumphant heart, 
may aſcend to the throne of our Maker, and 
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Redeemer: and acts of mercy may, however 
humble and imperfect, in imitation of divine 
excellence, attend our piety, ſanctify our 
devotions, and give life to our obedience. 
Which is no longer fettered by the rigour of 
judaical injunction, but ſpiritualized and 
free, preparing itſelf ſor that eternal Sabbath 
which remaineth to the people of Gov. 
That bleſſed hope, to the accompliſhment of 
which we look, under the influence of Goſ- 
pel light and aſſurance, is thus by an habitual 
progreſs from one degree of elevation to ano- 
ther, enlivened and ſubſtantiated, and is 
induced to anticipate, by conſtant growth in 

grace, fulneſs of joy. 
But it is not ſpiritual improvement alone 
and the refinement of moral life, for which 
the beſt proviſion is thus made by the inſti- 
ſtution of the Chriſtian Sabbath, and it's 
ſolemn and regular obſervance. Our moſt 
valuable temporal intereſts are ſo intimately 
connected with it, and are ſo invariably involved 
in it's tendency and conſequences, that we 
cannot wonder at the ſolicitude of Governors 
and Guardians of ſtates and communities, 
for giving a fulneſs of aid in this way, by 
bak 9 ſuch 
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ſuch an exerciſe of authority, as may be 


- profitably inſtrumental to the inforcement 
of the law of Gop, Which, however 
binding upon the judgment and the conſcience 
of men, is, from ſome ſad bias of depravity, 
too apt to be ſlighted and violated by many 
individuals, even them, whoſe example 
ſhould, upon all accounts, be more brilliant 
and ſteady. Profligacy perhaps may ſtart at 
ſuch a proviſion, and very vainly pretend, 
and avail itſelf of ſuch a pretence, that this 
is an invaſion of natural liberty, and a rigo- 
rous treatment of them, who ate born' to 
think for themſelves. But this is a miſ- 
chievous, and often fatal delufion, and tends 
to the overthrow of ſocial order, and com- 


fort, and peace, and to the perdition of the 
unperſuadable, in reſpect to their own moſt 


valuable intereſts and bleſſings. With a 
view to avert which dreadful miſchiefs, and 
to promote and ſecure all the ends and effects 


of Gop's poſitive command, endeared to us, 


as it is; by that mildneſs which ſurrounds 
it, human regulations have been deviſed and 


adopted, no where more worthy of applauſe, 
than in this country, where compulſion is 
* C 2 | not 


C.. 
not exerciſed, nor any reſtraint attempted, 
except what is directly conducive to the ad- 
vancement of the divine honour, and the 
ſecurity of the happineſs of mankind. - Look 
into our laws relative to the obſervance of the 
Lord's Day, or Chriſtian Sabbath, from the 
time of the reformation, and you will find in 
reſpect to both theſe great points, ſuch atten- 
tion, given, as does cqual credit to the judg- 
ment and zeal of the advocates of Religion 
and it's inſeparable intereſts, who thus endea- 
vour, by-means truly laudable, to eſtabliſh the 
kingdom of Gop and His righteouſneſs. 
Proofs of this ſort are abundant, as they 
appear in our records, where they have been 
occaſionally introduced for the prevention, or- 
the correction, of neglects and offences diſ- 
graceful to the Chriſtian Name, and repugnant 
to every right impreſſion ariſing from a per- 
ſuaſion of Gop's exiſtence and dominion. 
Here I would wiſh to particularize in- ſome 
inſtances, and, having done ſo, to add ſuch 
remarks, as the very important ſubject. under 
conſideration warrants. __ 
' A retroſpective view in this way for more 
dun two centuries paſt will fully ſatisfy us; 
and 


1 


1 

and if we allow at the earlieſt part of the 
time ſo included for ſome peculiarities grow- 
ing out of prejudices habitually rooted, we 
ſhall find, from the very dawn of the refor- 
mation, a ſucceſſion of legal reſtraints rela- 
tive to a ſerious and conſiſtent obſervance” of 
the Lorp's Day; and injoined with an 
earneſtneſs, which gave to royal and ſubor- 
dinate authority, a weighty and facred con- 
{equence *. 

In that deplorable period of our hiſtory, 
when anarchy had erected it's banners upon 
the ruins of royalty, and religion had fallen 
into a diſtracted ſtate, many of it's moſt ſalemn 
characteriſtics, and moſt venerable appendages, 
being ſacrificed as victims to enthuſiaſtic 


fury, ſtill one point there was from which 


ſacredneſs ſeemed to be inſeperable, the ob- 


ſervance of the Lorxp's day. An endeavour 


to ſecure ſabbatical ſeriouſneſs, and to keep 


that portion of time holy, marked the 
government, ſuch as it then was, and diſ- 


* In King Henry the eighth's, Edward the ſixth's, and 


Queen Elizabeth's reign downwards, this obſervation is 


fully verified, ſanctioned in the preſent by ROYAL Ex- 
AMPLE. | 
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covered ſome ſymptom of a zeal according 
to knowledge. Irregularity reſpecting the 
public worſhip of Gop, was diſcountenanced 
and prevented, and orders and injunctions 
were inforced by the authority of the ſtate, 
for a grateful celebration af that day, upon 
which the. Logp- of Life roſe triumphant 
from the bed of death. After the termina- 
tion of which infatuated era, when the throne 
was again eſtabliſhed upon it's natural and 
legal foundation, more abundant care was 
applied to this great national concern ; and 
the reformation duly honoured by providing 
in a religious view for the purity of it's rites, 
and the preſervation of decency and order in 
the obſervance of the Chriſtian Sabbath ; 
commemorative at once of thoſe two moſt 
diſtinguiſhed and ſtupendous bleſſings, which 
ſhould never be long out of our minds, but 
then eſpecially impreſſed upon them, CREA.“ 
TION AND REDEMPTION, Bleſſings, ſo con- 
nected with our perſonal and ſocial enjoyment 
in this world, and fo productive, in every 
view of conſolation and happineſs, in reſ- 
pect to a future, eternal, ſtate, that no at- 
tachments to the duty required from us can 

be 


\ 
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be too ſtrong, nor any tender of prayer or 
praiſe be too fervent ; whilſt our ſupplica- 
tions, qualified by humility and faith, aſcend 
to Heaven as incenſe, and our hearts, inſpired 
by gratitude, abound in many thankſgivings 
to Gop. An exerciſe, from which no human 
being, one eſpecially favoured with divine 
evangelical light, can ſurely ever wiſh to 
be reſtrained. If he could be thus unnatural, 
it is a ſelf-denial of ſo ſeyere a kind, that 
experience, and reaſon, properly ſo called, 
muſt declare againſt it ; and conſcience, how- 
ever deaf before to open rebuke, will ſecretly, 
and finally, condemn. Such has often been 
the death-bed lamentation of the diſſolute 
offender , and of the unhappy malefactor in 
approach to public execution. Under ſuch 
circumſtances there is no ſtifling the voice of 
nature, nor bidding defiance to the controul of 
that Almighty Regent, who will not fail 
eventually, in every proper ſeaſon, to ſupport 


* The writer of theſe pages hath often had his ſympa- 
thy excited by mourning with them who mourned ; and he 
is happy in recollecting, rejoicing with them, who, in the 
awful moment of diflolytion, conſcious of a compliance 
with the divine command, were enabled to rejoice, 
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His own authority. Knowing therefore 


the terrour of the Loxp we perſuade men; 
and, when we can ſucceed in this good 
attempt, nothing is more certain than their 
happineſs in reſult. Which obedience to the 
divine laws, will, in the order and courſe of 
things, always produce. 


The want of ſuch impreſſion, which ſo 
many motives conſpire to make, is one fer- 
tile cauſe of lamentation in the preſent time, 
and fadly productive of a multiplicity of 
crimes amongſt * high and low; whilſt a 
contempt of divine no leſs than human au- 
thority induces irregularities ſubverſive of 
ſocial compact as well as perſonal comfort. 
It is painful to remark, but it is impoſſible to 
avoid it, that a gradually growing licentiouſ- 
neſs, grounded in a diſreſpect to Gob and 
men, has for ſome years back been making 


bold advances towards an overthrow of 


modeſty and propriety, of order and con- 
troul, of ſocial regard and ſocial ſubjection, 
and the ſeveral ties which are noceflary to the 

preſervation of civil lite. 
This is not empty talk, nor haſty preju- 
dice, but obſervation founded upon glaring 
facts, 


66 


facts, upon appearances of evil, from which 


there ſeems to be in no ſtation a ſolicitude to 
abſtain. It is not indeed to be affirmed that 
every thing wrong in modern manners 1s 
reſolvible into Sabbath-breaking, and a total 
neglect of divine worſhip, but the greateſt 
and worſt, and moſt fatal inſtances of immo- 
rality undoubtedly are. BrxssIncs are thus 
turned into Curxses, and judicial blindneſs 
precipitates it's captives into perdition. Such 


an aſſertion, it muſt be granted, is warranted 


by experience, which bids defiance to contra- 


diction, and ſhould rouſe into exertion that 


well tempered power entruſted to magiſtracy, 


with a view to the correction of individuals, 


and the preſervation of public welfare. 
It ſhould ſeem as if remiſſneſs had given 


encouragement to preſumption, if we look + 


to the gradual, but great, ſtrides which this 


hath made in various ways of offence. 


Travelling for inſtance, no longer pleads 


neceſſity, but, in defiance of all rule and all 


authority, boldly tramples upon propriety and 
decorum, and utterly flights all attention to 
the Sabbath, and Sanctuary of Gop. In teſ- 
timony of this far too much appears, peri- 


odically, 
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( a. } 
odically, in the crouded avenues of the 
metropolis ; and a fullneſs of evidence is too 
ſtriking upon all the public roads, and in 
our principal towns; as an occaſional reſi- 
dence muſt painfully convince the ſerious 
obſerver. This is not the only grievance, * 
by which chriſtianity is diſgraced, and the 
cauſe of religion ſuffers. Tipling, even in 
time of divine ſervice, gaming, and convi- 
vial meetings, and other lures, ſome of them 
under plauſible pretences, but contradictory 


+ Hair-dreſling, the circulation of news- papers, and the 
furniſhing a ſupply to domeſtic calls, on the Lok p's 
Day, diſcover a licentiouſneſs very inconſiſtent with ſab- 
batical order and reverence to the law of God, and 
muſt be productive of many bad conſequences both to 
individuals and the community. The ſame may be ob- 
ſerved of certain periodical attendances, under whatever 
plauſible pretext, where maſters and miſtreſſes of fami- 
lies are ftrolling from their ſettled places of worſhip, and 
inſtead of being examples of the believers where they 
ſhould be, deprive their ſervants of ſpiritual comfort, 
and expoſe them to the allurements of vice.—That card 
playing in private houſes, is upon the Lox p's Day fre- 
quently practiſed, is far from being a ſecret ; and gambling, 
js too well known to prevail, in places of reſort for that 
purpoſe, without any regard to divine, or human, probi- 
bition. 


to 


6 
to ſabbatie order and it's juſt influence, defeat 
the appointment of the Lorny's Day, and 
ſcandalize them who are conſiſtent in it's 


ſtated obſervance, What can be ſaid for 


theſe things ? Is Laodicea tranſplanted, and is 


the character of Gallio become univerſal ? In- 
difference and careleſſneſs are ill omens of 
ſafety, whether perſonal, ſocial, national, or re- 
| ligious. We know enough of this within a 
| ſhort ſpaceof time, beyond expectation and con- 


jecture. Gop grant that our eyes may be opened 
to diſcern, and to provide for and eſteem, the 
things which belong to our peace, before our 
feet ſtumble upon the dark mountains, and 
our candleſtick is removed from it's place; 
before the vials of deſerved wrath are 


poured forth, and infidelity, irreverence, and 


mockery end in the deſtruction of them, 
who know not Gop, and obey not His Goſ- 


pel; who impiouſly ſhrink from the eaſy 


yoke, and diſdainfully reject the light burthen 
of CnRIST. 


The remarks I would add, are as fol- 
low : 
1ſt, The great wiſdom and goodneſs of 
the injunction in fixing by divine authority 
an 


68 
un allotment of time for the public ſolem- 
nization of divine worſhip. 

2dly, The obvious excellency of this pro- 
viſion, as to the particular portion thus 

ſelected and appomted. - | 

3dly, The ſuitability of God's command in 
this reſpect to the Iſraelites under the the- 
ocratic diſpenſation by Moſes, as there was 
in this a fullneſs of correſpondence to their 
ſingular circumſtances, and the ends to be ac- 
compliſhed by their W preſerved a peculiar 
proper. 

4thly, The admirable confiſtency of a leſs 
rigid plan under the purely ſpiritual diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel; and it's beneficial in- 
fluence, when duly applied, over the whole 
economy of intellectual and moral life. 

5thly, The reaſonableneſs of a compliance 
with ſuch an inſtitution, which is recom- 
mended by the beſt and moſt perſuaſive 
motives, and enforced by ſanctions of the 
higheſt and moſt important kind. 

Laſtly, The certain danger of oppoſition, 
and the miſchievous conſequences reſulting 
from it in every view, whether we look to 
individual comfort or focial ſafety, the moſt 
| ſubſtantial 
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ſubſtantial enjoy ment of this earthly, or the 
| glorious proſpect of an heavenly ſtate. _ 
However univerſally diſpoſed mankind 
might be, from innate principle, or from 


2 


traditional inſtruction, to ſee the fitneſs of 
devoting to divine worſhip, corrupted as it 


might be by ſuperſtitious! extravagance, ſome 
portion of that time, which they were 
allowed by Gov's appointment very variouſly. 
to employ ; ſtill, under the fulleſt, impreſ- 
ſion in this way, they muſt have oubt- 
ful how, with periodical. exactneſs, to adjuſt 


this evidently intereſting point. Which day 4 


and what proportional return of time to 


ſelect and adopt, was not a determination 
obvious to human wiſdom ; and therefore out 


of this inability, as we well know from 
heathen practices, the groſſeſt errors aroſe &. 
To prevent and remove which, there was the 


loudeſt call for the interpoſition of a, divine 


legiſlation, by expreſsly directing and com- 
manding what, and in what meaſure, . and 


* If we look into the ridiculous invention of a late 


modern CALENDAR, we ſhall not find that new Heathen- 
iſm has a right to boaſt of improvement by introducing: 


Decadi.— What a JAR One day in ten, inſtead of 
one in ſeven, does not imply compaſſion for mankind. 


what 


E 

what frequency of return, this apptopriatiori 
of time ſhould be; thus relieving the human 
mind from diſtreſs, and compaſſionately en- 
lightening that darkneſs, which overwhelmed it. 
Conſidered in this view, there is ſomething 
moſt ſtrikingly comfortable in ſuch a diſplay 
of divine goodneſs, whilſt it inſpires by ſuch 
communication aſſurance and gladneſs, with 
a retroſpect to Gop's own example in the 
work of Creation. Which communication is 
rendered” ſtill more illuſtrious by the exact 
portion of time allotted, from it's ſuitability 
to the circumſtances of mankind, whether 
we recollect their toils or their pleaſures, their 
doom to labour, or their purſuit of earthly 
delights, diſpoſed and regulated by the 
creative and governing order of Gop. There 
is by the appointment of ſuch a day, for 
ſuch a purpoſe, opportunity afforded for the 
beſt exertions of our beſt faculties, and the de- 
dicating to His honour that reſt, which is with 
ſuch an exquiſite ſuitability adapted to our reſ- 
pective ſituations in life; whilſt after a $1x 
days employment, an indulgence of relaxation 
from this is granted on the sEvENTH, and no 
other reſtraint laid upon any occupation of 

| life, 
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life, except that which muſt inſpire us with 
the moſt penetrating feelings of gratitude and 
delight. Such ought to be the effect through- 
out all claſſes of men; and fo far as it appears 
by a well regulated and united attendance 
upon the public ſervice, individually im- 
proved by a ſacred intercourſe with the 
preſence of the Almighty, certain it is, that 
no duty could be more mercifully enjoined. 
Nor could any portion of time, all circum- 
ſtances conſidered in every view relative to the 
obedience of mankind, be better adapted than that 
which thus proclaims their dependence, and thus 
eſtabliſhes the inviolable prerogative of Gop. 
This indeed hath been nicely conſulted in His 
different diſpenſations, whether we look back 
to the ſeverer law ordained for the Jews, or 
the lenient influence of that evangelical infti- 
ſtution of the Lokxbp's Day, which Chriſ- 
tians profeſs, and by the moſt ſolemn engage- 
ments are bound to obſerve. That peculiar 
people, to whom the divine oracles, under 
the Moſaic adminiſtration, were intruſted, 
required, on all fides, from their particularity 
of trial, and their propenſity to be ſeduced 
into Gentile ſuperſtition and abominable ido- 
D latry, 
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latry, the ſtrongeſt and moſt rigid guards | 


upon their conduct; more eſpecially, in reſ- 
pect to a correct and excluſive belief in the ex- 
iſtence and authority of one SUPREME Gop. 
The uniform operation, and full influence of 
which, muſt depend upon a juſt attention at 
duly returning ſeaſons to public devotion, 
and the celebration of divine worſhip in ſpirit- 
and in truth. To the Chriſtian ſupplicant, 
whoſe heart cannot but be impreſſed with every 
moſt ſolid argument, as well as every moſt 
pleaſing motive, reſulting from a view of 
not only CREATION, but REDEMPTION, THIS 
is a firſt and fundamental a& of duty, fo 
very obvious and ſo very deſirable, that it 
ſhould ſeem hardly poſſible wilfully to neg- 
lect it. For if, in this reſpect, the miniſ- 
tration of condemnation had it's comparative 
excellence, in contradiſtinction to Gentile 
rituals, much more doth the miniſtration of 
righteouſneſs, the evangelical proviſion for 
the ſtated worſhip of Gop, periodically com- 
memorative of our Loxd's reſurrection, ex- 
ceed in glory. In this there are ſuch powerful 
incentives to obedience, whether we look to 


and 


1 


and enjoyment of the creature, that compliance 
ſeems ta be almoſt irreſiſtibly ſecured. 
What then can be faid for that abounding 
perverſeneſs, which ſo extravagantly pervades 
the manners of men? who in oppoſition to 
the fulleſt light, correfponding to all which 
ean be called reaſon, counteract the moſt 
perſuaſive motives, the cleareſt arguments, 
and the moſt cogent ſanctions, which can be 
propoſed to the human mind. If there is 
fuch a thing as judgment without mercy, 
{urely they deſerve it, who ſhew no mercy to 
themſelves, their fellow, or their- inferior, 
creatures, whilſt they refuſe to walk, as He 
commands, humbly with their Gop. His 
injunction is founded in his own ſupre- 
macy, perfectly accords with our nature and 
faculties, and is that which ſo long as the 
world ſhall ſubſiſt, muſt be binding; Ve 
ſhall keep my Sabbath and reverence my 
ſanctuary, I am Tae LoR D.“ After an ob- 
ligation, thus reſulting from an authority, 
which can in no inſtance be diſregarded with 
impunity, who acts moſt ſuitably to the 
circumſtances of his being, and moſt con- 
ſiſtently with his own ſubſtantial good, he, 

D who 


( 34 ) 

who is employed upon the Lokp's Day in 
ſettling his worldly accounts, or ſauntering 
or banquetting away his precious hours; or, 
he who devoutly exerciſes his ſpiritual talents 
in ſacred meditation, and gives life and luſtre 
to that meditation, by joining at the proper 
ſeaſons allotted for ſo delightful an attendance 

on the congregation of the faithful. The 
putting queſtions like theſe, may ſeem to im- 
ply a ſuſpicion of the human intellect, or to 
ſuggeſt a ſeverity of cenſure, which muſt be 
ſadly diſgraceful to moral agents. But, too 
certain it is, they are grounded. For, if we 
look around us, particularly in this vaſt me- 
tropolis and the vicinity ; examples without 
number will ſtrike our obſervation, and 
ſhock the. feelings of them, 'whoſe minds 
are under the influence of ſteady and well 
directed principles; who, however they may 
be convinced that Gop, in a ſabbatical view, 

_ prefers © mercy to ſacrifice,” where neceſſity 
fairly pleads for allowance from reſtraint, or 
charity expreſsly demands a deviation from 
rigid rule, muſt be abhorrent of all wilful 
diſhonour ſtudiouſly offered to Gop, in 
defiance of His own _— and ſee with the 
extremeſt 


6 
extremeſt concern, them, who ſhould be fel- 
low candidates for immortality, deſpiſing the 
means of grace, and ſpurning at the hope of 
glory, flying from happineſs, in different 


reſpects temporal no leſs than n | 


laying a ſure foundation for ruin. | 
This is a painful reflection, but it is war- 
ranted by an alarming depravity of conduct, 
glaringly viſible in different ranks and orders 
of mankind, high and low, rich and poor, 
deſcending with a deadly inſinuation, ſo as 
to effect not only individual and ſocial miſ- 
chief, but to threaten by the enlargement and 
rapidity of it's progreſs, NATIONAL OVER. 
THROW. © J 30 


The negle& of a due attention to this moſt 


eſſential inſtrument of public peace and proſ- 
perity, as well as of our own deareſt perſonal 
happineſs, is, we cannot but know, ſo alarm- 


ingly great, that it leads abandoned men to 
triumph, and good men almoſt to deſpair. 


To correct ſo enormous and peſtilential an 
evil, and bring us back to that ſenſe of duty 
and degree of order, which have in paſt time 


_ diſtinguiſhed this Chriſtian Country, ſome 
| * friends to the cauſe of religion, and 
F the 
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the circulation of its moſt defirable influence 
upon the manners and habits of mankind, 
have been laudably ſolicitous for ſome addi- 
tional enforcement, by legal proviſion of 
conformity and obedience. A very fair call 
upon legiſlative authority, where ſo much is 
depending, in every view. to exert it's well 
directed and well tempered efforts, ſteering 
amidſt the overflowings of ungodlineſs by 
the rudder of wiſdom, of that wiſdom eſpe- 
cially, which is from above. I is a melan- 
choly truth, when ſo much hath been done 
in this way, that more ſhould be wanted ; 
when not only human laws are inadequate to 
their purpoſes and ends, but when Gov's 
own command, revered by nations through 
many ſucceſſive ages, and honoured by a 
pious emulation in different quarters of the 
world, is treated with inſult, not only by 
contumacious indifference, but by atheiſtic 
ſcorn. New fangled philoſophy, as it vainly 
and falſely pretends to call itſelf, emerging 
from the region of darkneſs, hath by it's 
deadly inſinuation, poi ſoned and paralyſed the 
human intellect, and boldly thrown off what- 
ever maſk. of a might once diſguiſe 

it. 
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6 
it. The groſſeſt infidelity exhibits it's ne- 
gative creed, and it is no wonder the worſhip 
of Gop at the ſtated time for it's moſt ſolemn 
diſplay, ſhould be neglected, when His very 
exiſtence, for which we ſee, and hear, and feel 
the moſt poſitive evidence, and of which we 
are ourſelves infallible proofs, is moſt daringly 
denied. It may reaſonably be hoped, that 
ſuch a denial as this is too contradictory to 
univerſal teſtimony to have a diffuſive in- 
fluence. But who can ſay to what extent it 
may go, when the accuſtomed rites of reli- 
gion are habitually neglected, and the public 
worſhip is treated with an impious difdain, 
thus leaving the enemy, whoſe devices are fo 
abundantly encouraged, to ſow his tares with- 
out vigilance to prevent, or fortitude to reſiſt. 
A time ſurely will come, when to ſuch, who 
perſiſt in ſo cenſurable a conduct, this ſarcaſ- 


tical queſtion of St. Paul will apply with 


peculiar fitneſs, and fullneſs, and force, 
What fruit had ye then in thoſe things, 
whereof ye are now aſhamed, for the end of 
thoſe things is ſpiritual death.” If effects 
follow their cauſes, as it will be found they 
do in a moral as well as a natural courſe of 
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things, what is indeed to be expected from 
felf-gratification, originating in a violation of 
duties ſanctioned no leſs by reaſon and in- 
tereſt than by the will and command of 
Gov? Diftreſs very likely in this world, 
and unleſ $ repentance intervenes, puniſhment 
in the next. The living without Gop, or.in 
other words, the neglecting, perhaps aban- 
doning all concern about His worſhip and 
Ordinances, and rejecting an habitual attend- 
ance in His courts, upon the regular returns 
for it, has frequently led to conſequences pro- 
ductive of the moſt dreadful temporal miſ- 
chiefs, and opened too probable a paſſage to 
the tremendous infliction of divine vengeance 
hereafter. Be not ſtartled at ſuch a ſuppo- 
ſition as this; for that crime muſt be moſt 
hazardous which expoſes men to the aſſaults 
of the worſt temptations, and gives a ſtab to 
vital religion in all it's parts. Such a deſer- 
tion of our beſt friend, whoſe bleſſings are 
perpetual and boundleſs, in whom we live, 
and move, and have our being, muſt be inde- 
fenſible, and without excuſe; and when fran- 
tic deluſion quits it's hold, it is impoſſible to 
forelee, what torments may + follow. A ſur- 
| render 


( 39 ) 
render of our beſt hopes, in conſequence of 
violating our firſt and fundamental obliga- 
tions, in the view both of nature and grace, 
do certainly tend to the introduction of com- 
plicated miſchiefs, and frequently dreadful 
deſpair. Piety once dethroned by the uſur- 
pation of licentiouſneſs leaves faith and virtue 
in a defenceleſs ſtate, and ſo enervates the 
whole moral ſyſtem, for want of it's invigo- 
rating power, that the feyeral branches of 
duty appendant to firſt principles languiſh 
and fade away. For if godlineſs is deſerted, 
ſobriety and righteouſneſs, and charity itſelf, 
cannot be expected to diſcover their influence 
in a conſiſtency and regularity of practice. 
Religion, as hath been before obſerved, 
muſt have a body as well as a foul; fince 
however the firſt may in this ſenſe be 
dead without the laſt, certain it is, and obſer- 
vation upon the manners of mankind may ſoon 
determine it, that where no juſt attention is paid 
to the worſhip of Gop and its outward rites, 
neither ſocial henevolence and it's fruits, nor 
perſonal government and it's reſtraints, can 
be depended upon for a uniformity of influence 
and exertion. Subſtantiality will be abſorbed 
in refinement, and human nature thus theo- 
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retically metamorphoſed, will be covered, 
firſt, with darkneſs, and then with diſgrace. 
This fad conſequence of magical - deluſion is 
at this very time ſo unhappily obvious, that 
ive ſee too ftrikingly clear it's dreadful havock 
in the moral world. It tends to the casTixe 
DOWN, in all reſpects, FOUNDATIONS, and Was 
it's ſpread univerſally permitted, for the abuſe 
of our beſt bleſſings, an overwhelming tor- 
rent of iniquity muſt deſolate the earth, and 
reduce it toa chaos of complicated miſery and 
ruin. To live without Gop in the world; 
throu gh careleſſneſs, neglect, and indifference, 
as to his ſtatutes, ordinances, and ceremonies, 
his Sabbath and ſanctuary, is quite bad 
enough ; but to profeſs doing ſo, as if it 
was a meritorious qualification, demonſtrates 
a callouſneſs of mind, and a corruption of 
heart, utterly repugnant to intereſt and obli- 
gation, and every moſt valuable faculty and 
affection. Under ſuch | circumſtances, they 
who are alive unto righteouſneſs, will, with an 
emphatic figh, be apt to exclaim, Loxp 
what is man thus degenerated and debaſed, 
and undone! For ſuch replying againſt His 
Maker, ſuch en © of * Judge, and ſuch 

A4. deſer- 


61 
a deſertion of privileges, the moſt ſaered and 


moſt binding, mult unavoidably expoſe him 


to reproach, deprive him of comfort; and 


utterly unfit him to meet that Goh in Judges. 


ment, whoſe greateſt mercies he had treated 
with ſuch contempt ; and the blood of whoſe 
Son, he with a ſcornful profaneneſs, to uſe 
the apoſtle's expreſſive figure, ** treads under 
foot.” Atheiſtical incredulity may vaunt, 
but it can be only for a ſeaſon, and that a 
ſhort one. Such contradiction, bold and per- 
ſevering as it may be, muſt lead to confuſion, 
and will terminate in remorſe, if not in the 
hour of death, certainly in the day, when the 


priſoners of the grave ſhall be compelled, at 


the command of Omnipotence, to ſubmit to 
a reſurrection exiſtence, and body and ſoul 
however ſeparated, ſhall re-unite to ſhare in 
the rewards or puniſhments of an eternal ſtate, 


The conſequences thus reſulting from the 


moral or immoral conduct of man, from rever- 
ing and adoring, from denying or aſcribing 
greatneſs to nis Gop, are what reaſon, rightly 
exei ciſed always had in contemplation, 
and conjecture, and to which revelation hath 

given a clear, full, and incontrovertible ſanc- 
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tion. Here then let us devoutly pauſe, and 
with a view to the practices of the preſent 
day, put ſome queſtions of the laſt import- 
ance to moral agents, to Chriſtian profeſſors 
more eſpecially, who have a fullneſs of light 
and authority, to direct and regulate their 
religious deportment. Which is moſt ſuitable 
to this nature, and moſt productive of it's 
good and happineſs, the ſupine neglect of 
Gop's public worſhip and ordinances, or a 
regular compliance with His command and 
inſtitutions ? Can our habitual abſence from 
the habitation of His and our reſt, be war- 
ranted upon any pretence of profit or amuſe- 
ment, when our obligation to an attendance 
in His courts, infinitely ſurpaſſes every in- 
ducement which can be pleaded as a bar to 
the payment of that moſt ſacred debt. Cha- 
rity and neceſſity, muſt indeed, always be 
entitled to ecrtain exceptions, which true de- 
votion will reconcile to, and make compatible 
with; it's own JUST INFLUENCE. For no 
neceſſity can take place of THaT, but what 
is admiſſible under the tuition of evangelical 
lenity ; and mercy, upon every diſtinguiſhed 
call, is allowed to be better THñAN, or pre- 

ferable 
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ferable To, ſacrifice, Indeed, the removal of 
human diſtreſs, or the advancement of 


human joy, is in itſelf an act of devotion to 


Gov, and can at no ſeaſon fail to aſcend unto 
Heaven as incenſe. His ſervice when ſin- 
cerely performed, muſt be, not only the moſt 
perfect freedom ; but, when proceeding from 
right principle, in all it's circumſtances 
delightful, inſpiring the heart with a ſatiſ- 
faction which no inferior ſource of indul- 
gence can produce, 
Hear then this ye depraved in dies 
and in habit, ye ſons and daughters of 
diſſipation, who, inſtead of ſetting an ex- 
ample of regular obedience, turn your backs 
upon the inſtituted rites of religion, and by ſo 
doing preſumptuouſly negle& the cultivation 
of your own happineſs, and that of others, 
your families and dependants ; attend in time 
to theſe things, which belong to your eternal 
peace. The train of miſchiefs thus brought 
upon ſociety, is not eaſy to be deſcribed, and 
the end of thoſe miſchiefs not diſcernible by 
common penetration. But THIS sIx and it's 
progeny, are too likely to provoke divine 
vengeance, and to lead to conſequences ſub- 
verfive of the beſt temporal bleſſings. There 
_ 
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may be preſumption in ſpeaking too haſtily 
or decidedly upon the judgements of Gon. 
But His providential viſitations, already too 
_ amentable in their influence, and too likely 
to follow, as they in a ſeverer degree have 
done, when the moſt daring violations of His 
laws, have made it neceſſary to vindicate His 
government, ſhould, unleſs our obſtinacy is 
above controul, not only awaken, but con- 
vince and reclaim us. There is a connection, 
which can never be diſſolved, between crea- 
tive power and ſuperintending rule. The 
rational inference from which is, that the 
ſubjects of both ſhould do their utmoſt to 
expreſs a becoming ſenſe of ſubmiſſion to the 
fapreme prerogative of the almighty, and a 
compliance with the laws of that kingdom, 
it's fundamental one eſpecially, which ruleth 
over all. If then the Father of the univerſe, 
in whom we live and move, demands from us 
ſome portion of the time allotted for our 
exiſtence, what claim can be more equi- 
table, or what poſſible objection can gratitude 
make to it's payment ? And it this claim is 
enforced by a reference to His own example 


m the view of nr, and that reſt, ſo diſ- 
tinguiſhed, 


Cn. 


tinguiſhed, is made more pleaſant by viing 
made appropriate to His adoration and praiſe ; 
what ſuitability can be more ſtriking, what 
duty more natural and juſt, what employment 
more delightful, what obligation ſo-ſtrithy 
binding? The decifion is clear, and the ap- 
plication to ourſelves indiſputably juſt. The 
Chriſtian Sabbath is eſtabliſhed upon an im- 
moveable foundation, and the motives, con- 
ſpiring to recommend and give effect t0 it's 
obſervance, are the moſt powerful which can 
be addreſſed to human reaſon, or to human 
gratitude, with reſpect to both creation, an 
redemption, our relation to God and his 
CurisT. Our own moſt deſirable perſonal 
comforts, the moſt ſubſtantial good of our 
deareſt relatives, and moſt ſerviceable depends 
ents, and all the great intereſts of ſociety at 


large, are ſo comprehended in the iſſue, that 


reſiſtance muſt be, as we too often fee it is, 
and probably, at this moment, feel, moſt 
ſhockingly deſtructive. Beyond which, it 
muſt be remarked, that ſuch a rebellion 
againſt the light, againſt the moſt abvious 
obligation of accountable creatures, caſts a 
gloom over our beſt hopes and expectations, 

even 
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1 
even ſo far as, in ſome inſtances, to lead to 
dread and deſpair. 

It ſhould ſeem then fromevery conſideration, 
temporal and eternal, as if the licentious prac- 
tice of the ſcorners, who will not have Gop 
to reign over them, nor ſubmit to their Re- 
deemer's eaſy yoke, are left without excuſe, 
and muſt have before them a diſmal proſpect 
of the great day ; for the approach of which 
it will be our beſt wiſdom to prepare, by 
aſſembling ourſelves together, upon the ſtated 
returns of that ſolemn ſeaſon, the Chriſtian 
Sabbath; which is made venerable and 
binding by it's moſt folemn dedication to 
the honour and glory, and praiſe of Hm, 
WHO 1s, AND WAS, AND IS TO COME, THE 


ALMIGHTY. 


FINIS, 


